Grading: Each assignment will be assessed on a 100-percentage-point scale. 90-100% = A (excellent); 80-89 = B (good); 70-79% = C (meets minimum standards); 60-69% = D (needs improvement); 59 and below (fails to meet basic standards). Grades will be posted in Canvas. Please allow up to two weeks for essay grades/comments.
Attendance Policy: I do not make a distinction between unexcused and excused absences. If you arrive after I take attendance, you are considered tardy. If you leave before I dismiss class, you are considered tardy. If you accumulate two tardies, they count as one absence.
If you accumulate more than three absences (including tardies), you may be failed in this course.
As a rule, I do not accept late assignments.
Classroom Behavior/Expectations: This is a college course with intentional and elevated academic pursuits. As such, behavior in class should reflect the value we place on our time together,
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growing and learning. Respect for each other and the work we are doing is essential to creating the environment that will be most conducive to that growth. Students who disrupt will not be appreciated or condoned. The need for redirection should be rare. If it isn't, the Dean of Students will become involved and possible permanent removal from the course will be introduced as a possibility.
Plagiarism policy: Academic dishonesty (a forged doctor's excuse, plagiarism, lying, cheating, etc.) will be treated as a very serious deviation from the standards in this academic community. As such, I will sanction any student engaging in dishonest behaviors as outlined both here and in the Student Handbook/Code of Conduct with consequences ranging from a zero on the assignment to a failing grade for the course.
